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Notes for Contributors 
 

Papers 

The primary aims of the papers are twofold: - 

1.To aid and facilitate the conservation of Thorne and Hatfield Moors, and more widely, 

2. To assist in the understanding and documentation of the geology, palaeoecology, 

ecology, flora, fauna, archaeology and history of the Humberhead Levels and adjacent 

wetlands. 

Reinforced by this multi-disciplinary approach, the journal also has a role in the dissemination of 

information about the moors and the whole of the Humberhead Levels Natural Area. Contributions 

under Aim 1 include: Floral and faunal reviews providing baseline data and a broad knowledge of 

the site or habitat, ecological reviews of particular taxonomic groups providing interpretation of 

species lists, and offering conservation guidelines or management prescriptions, and reviews 

placing aspects of the moors, or other sites, in their regional and national contexts. Under Aim 2 

papers should cover the relevant ranges of the natural earth sciences, archaeology and history.  

The volumes of papers are published in A5 format and perfect bound. 

Monographs 

These are substantial works on a single topic or group of related topics. The first monograph was 

published in 2002, Brian Smith’s A palaeoecological study of raised mires in the Humberhead 

Levels’, in association with British Archaeological Reports, and this was followed in 2006 by Peter 

Skidmore’s An inventory of the invertebrates of Thorne and Hatfield Moors, produced directly by 

the Forum. The format is A4 to enable larger figures and diagrams to be included. 

Technical Reports 

These appear as a numbered series and are intended to preserve documentation relating to Thorne 

and Hatfield Moors, which will not appear in the volumes of papers. They are intended to ensure 

that work is not lost or inaccessible. The format is normally A4 and stapled or spiral bound with 

card covers. 

Lists of all Volumes, Monographs, Technical Reports and other publications in stock are held by 

the publications officer.  

Website 

Further details and lists of current publications, including several which can be downloaded, are 

available on the website at www.thmcf.com. 

Procedure 

Papers for consideration for publication, preferably in Word format, should be submitted to, The 

Editor, Thorne & Hatfield Moors Conservation Forum, P. O. Box 879, Thorne, Doncaster, DN8 

5WU. Electronic copy (to paul.buckland@bugscep.com) is preferred, although paper copy will be 

accepted in exceptional circumstances. Authors should indicate which series the paper is intended 

for. The Editor and advisory committee reserve the right to suggest alternative, more appropriate 

places for publication or to reject manuscripts. All submitted work will be sent to at least two 

referees with relevant background, and their comments will be returned to the author(s) to enable 

the paper to be modified before publication, if necessary. The editor’s decision on publication is 

final. Upon receipt of a finalized manuscript, the paper will proceed to page proofs, which will be 

sent to the author for prompt review and correction before appearing in the journal.  

Text 

Word is the preferred format. Typescripts should be double spaced and use 12pt font. Papers 

should not exceed 5000 words in length, excluding tables, diagrams and references. An abstract of 

approximately 150 words should also be included. There is no limit to length for monographs and 

technical reports, although these should be discussed with the editor before submission, and an 

abstract plus approximate numbers of pages, diagrams and photographs provided. Footnotes 

should be avoided, and subheadings indicated as per these notes, with subsidiary headings 

indicated by an initial capital in normal script. 

Supplementary Material 

In the event of significant amounts of data being available which may detract from the main body 
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of the text, or which are regarded as essential supplementary details, for example, the results of pit 

fall trapping exercises of invertebrates, these can be placed on the Forum website. 

Illustrations 

Wherever possible figures should be submitted as tif files at 600 dpi, and prepared taking due note 

of intended page size, i.e. final lettering for an A5 page needs to be appropriately larger than for 

A4. Make certain that all lines are in pure black and that unusual fonts are avoided. Because of the 

likely increased cost, both colour and fold outs will require discussion with the editor and a 

financial subvention may be requested if either is thought essential. Photographs should be either 

digital originals or scanned at 600 dpi, and care should be taken to ensure sufficient contrast. A 

separate list of all figures, including photographs in a single series, and tables should be included. 

Measurements 

All measurements should be in SI units (in the text mm, cm, cm², km³, etc.), although where the 

original measurements are in UK units, these should be included in brackets. Numerals should be 

used in the text for all none volume or distance figures, although numbers one to twelve should be 

written out in full. 

Taxonomy 

Where the work includes identifications of plants and/or animals binomial names plus author(s) 

should be included, e.g. Curimopsis nigrita (Palm), although after the first occurrence this should 

be reduced to initial letter for genus and species in full, e.g. C. nigrita. Where a widely used 

vernacular name is available, for example for common birds, this is acceptable. Where there is a 

tabulation, the appropriate checklist(s) should be referenced.  

References 

References should follow the Harvard system: author(s) + year of publication + page references 

(where essential) in text, (e.g. Eversham et al.1995, 39). Initials should only be included where 

there is change of confusion, for example, where there are several Smiths. Where there are two 

authors both names should be given (e.g. Whitehouse & Eversham 2002); for three and above first 

author followed by et al. (e.g. Eversham et al. 1995) is sufficient. All references are listed 

alphabetically at the end of the paper and not as footnotes. They should be set out as follows: 

Papers 

Whitehouse, N. & Eversham, B. 2002. A fossil specimen of Pterostichus angustatus 

(Duftschmidt) (Carabidae): implications for the importance of pine and fire habitats. 

The Coleopterist 11: 107-118. 

Theses 

Smith, B. M. 1985. A Palaeoecological Study of Raised Mires in the Humberhead Levels, Unpubl. 

PhD, University of Wales, Cardiff. 

Books 

Taylor, M. 1997. Thorne Mere and the old river Don. Sessions, York. 

Chapter of Book 

Eversham, B. C., Skidmore, P. & Buckland, P. C. 1995. Invertebrates as indicators of lowland 

bogs in eastern England: some British bogs in a European context. In Valovirta, I., 

Harding, P. T. & Kime, D. (eds.) Proceedings of 9th International Colloquium of the 

European Invertebrate Survey, Helsinki, 3-4 September 1993. WWF Finland, 

Helsinki: 36-40. 

World Wide Web pages 

(http:/www.bugscep.com) Accessed 1 April 2010. 

Copyright 

Under the Copyright Designs and Patents Act (1988) the copyright of any material rests with the 

person or organization that arranges for the work to be created. It is the author’s responsibility to 

ensure they hold the copyright of any material either quoted or used in illustrations or to obtain 

permission to reproduce material, including photographs and maps. A more detailed exposition of 

the position re copyright is available on the Forum website. Where the Forum initiates the 

preparation of material for its use, the copyright of the work created rests with the Forum who may 

determine when and how the material may be used. 

 


